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Christmas Services
Monday 16th December 
Triduum Mass at 10 am
Tuesday 17th December 

Triduum Mass at 7 pm
Wednesday 18th December 

Triduum Mass at 10 am

Thursday 19th December 

Christmas Penitential Service at 9 pm (note that the penitential service in Rathdrum will take place at 8 pm on Monday 16th). 

Tuesday 24th December (Christmas Eve)

Individual Confessions from 11 am to 12 noon 
Practice for altar servers at 12 noon (new members welcome)
Vigil Mass at 9 pm preceded by carol service with St. Kevin’s choir at 8.30 pm

Wednesday 25th December (Christmas Day)
Mass at 9.30 am and 11.30 am
Please note that there will be no further Masses until 7 pm on 28th December.

Christmas Carols in the Monastic City

Following the success of last year’s event we invite you to join us at 7 pm on Thursday 19th December for a unique Christmas celebration.  We will begin with a procession through the monastic gates and proceed to the ruins of the candlelit Cathedral where the choir will join us in an evening of traditional carol singing in the monastic style.  Some of our most familiar carols would have been sung here by the monks of Glendalough themselves in the 8th and 9th centuries.  Tea and coffee will be provided afterwards in the Glendalough Hotel, courtesy of Pat Casey.

    Assemble in the hotel car park at 6.45 pm.  Wrap up warmly and bring your own lantern/torch and singing voice.  Children must be accompanied by an adult.  Admission is free and all are welcome.

Christmas Tree Lighting Event

The annual switching-on of the Christmas tree lights will take place at 6 pm on Saturday 14th December on the green at Lynhams.  Santa will drop by to see everyone and enjoy the Christmas sing-along.  All are welcome to join in the fun; please dress-up in your best holiday outfit!

St. John’s Church
Advent and Christmas Services
Sunday 8th December 

The Blue Christmas Service, for those grieving or who find Christmas difficult, will be held in Glenealy Parish Church at 7 pm.  
Sunday 15th December 
St. Saviour’s School Christmas Service takes place at 12 noon in St. Saviour’s Church.  The school pupils have created a wonderful Christmas card (€5 for packs of 8) to assist fundraising for the planned school extension.
Sunday 22nd December

The Parish Lessons and Carols will take place in St. Saviour’s at 7 pm.  The recently formed Avondale Voices under the baton of Anthony Norton will sing several items.
Christmas Eve

Crib Service in Rathdrum at 6 pm
Midnight First Eucharist of Christmas preceded by carol singing from 11.40 pm in Glenealy Parish Church.
Christmas Day

9.15 am – St. John’s Festival Eucharist

11.30 am – Rathdrum Family Service

Sunday service takes place every week in St. John’s at 9.15 am.  
Thanks
The Parish is very grateful to all who made the 25th parish supper dance such a social and financial success.  The result will be used to defray the cost of painting the interior of St. John’s.  Particular thanks go to Michael Lynham and his staff, to those who gave gifts for the raffle, to the women and men who made beautiful desserts and of course to the guiding lights Evelyn and Olive. 
Good wishes to Sister Genevieve

All were delighted to have Sister Genevieve with us on her last evening in Glendalough.  Our prayerful good wishes go with her on her move to Donnybrook.
Sponsor an issue - please contact Nuala at 45167.
Open Doors Day at “Soul in Hands”

Elena Rodriguez, owner of the massage clinic “Soul in Hands” invites her clients, neighbours and people interested in massage to visit her new therapy clinic at Glendalough House in Annamoe (access at the gate BOOO4).
    Please feel free to pop in for a cup of tea and a nibble and ask any questions you want about the therapy on Thursday 12th December (12 to 3 pm and 5 to 6 pm).  During the day you will have the opportunity to buy gift vouchers at a very special one-day-only Christmas price (there are 3 different treatment options).
    Elena would like to thank all her clients for their business during 2013, wishes them a peaceful Christmas and hopes 2014 brings health and wellbeing for them, their family and friends.  For more details contact Elena on 086-3283658, visit www.soulinhands.ie or see Facebook: soulinhands.
Laragh GFC

Laragh Juveniles
Laragh GFC juveniles competed at U8, U10 and U12 in 2013.  Our U8s were mentored by Richard Cullen, Marie Cranley and Liam Conway.  This young team played a number of blitzes, both home and away.  John Merrigan took charge of the U10s for the year – they all put in brilliant effort and competed in some very exciting blitzes.  Our U12s were mentored by John Doyle, Andrew Nolan and Debbie Windsor; once again this team got to a final but unfortunately lost to a strong Kiltegan team.
    We had a great turn out for the Cúl Camp again this year and the kids who attended really enjoyed their week – many thanks to all the coaches.

    The U Can awards this year were represented by Jacob Delamere, Michael Nolan, Alanna Delamere and Gary Merrigan.

Junior A

This year we competed in the Division 3 league and Junior A championship.  We ended the year mid-table in the league and held our own in the championship.  We had a new management team in place for the season: John Begley was brought in as manager/trainer and he had help from selectors Seamus Holden, Johnny White and Brian Doyle.  Brendan Smith was a great help to all the players especially the younger ones.

Cullen Cup

Our annual Cullen Cup day in August saw a great turnout with participants ranging from U6 to the Senior team and some excellent football played.  This is a very special day for all the Cullen families, the club and the community, so thanks to everyone who helped out. 

U14, U16 and Minors 

This year we had to get permission for some of our players to play U14, U16 and Minor with Avondale, An Tochar and St Pats.  Avondale U14s reached the A shield final but lost by 2 points to St. Nicholas.  This team won all the games in their winter league and won a cup for all their hard work over the season.  Fergal Olohan and Liam Kearney were selectors with this team.  We also had some hurlers playing with Avondale; they won the U14 B championship with a great win over Kilcoole. 

    The lads playing U16 football with An Tochar won the C shield final.  Brian Windsor was involved with this team.

    Damien Hanlon played U16 and Minor with St. Pats; he had a busy year winning the U16 B championship final and the A Minor championship. 

    Our lads who played Minor with Avondale faced tough opposition in the A championship.  They were able to mix it with the best of them and were unlucky not to get further.  Roger Miley was a selector with this team.

Sympathy

Laragh GFC would like to extend its deepest sympathy to all families and friends who have lost loved ones throughout the year.

Thanks 

The club would like to say a big thank you to our supporters, club members, sponsors, mentors, ticket sellers, grounds men/women and all who helped out throughout the year.  We would welcome extra help for next season, so if interested in coaching (or anything else) contact any club member. For further information contact fergalolohan@gmail.com
AA Meetings

Closed AA Meetings are held in the Brockagh Resource Centre at 8.30 pm every Monday night and will continue in this slot over the Christmas and New Year period.  If you think that you may have a problem with alcohol please come along.

Deaths

We extend our sincere sympathy to the relatives and friends of Bridget Fortune (Laragh) who passed away recently.

    We also offer our heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of James Rochford from Trooperstown.  
    May they both rest in eternal peace. 
The Brockagh Resource Centre

The Brockagh Resource Centre wishes to thank all friends and patrons for their support throughout 2013.  We wish you all a Happy, Holy and Peaceful Christmas.  The Centre will close at 5 pm on Friday 20th December and will re-open from Thursday 2nd January – please call 0404-45600 to check opening times. 
Christmas Craft and Gift Market
Our Christmas Craft and Gift Markets take place this year on Sundays 8th and 15th December (11 am to 4 pm).  Over 50 stalls will be offering goods such as homemade bakes, handmade knits, jewellery, table-pieces, wreaths, glass, plants, novelty items and gifts.  You can pick up your homemade Christmas puddings, cakes and novelty bakes.  This is a great opportunity to see the range and breadth of your neighbours’ crafts and home produce – as well as supporting local producers you are also supporting the community.  All items are great value with stocking fillers from as little as €5.  You can even treat yourself to a coffee and a mince pie while you are browsing for that perfect gift for the person who has everything. 
    On December 8th there will be opportunities for children to try out archery, play games and get their faces painted, while on December 15th Santa will be at the centre from 12 noon providing a chance for children to hand-over their ‘wish list’.  There will also be some original art and photography for sale and display.  Parking and admission are free.  Check out some of the gifts on sale at www.brockaghresourcecentre.ie or look at the Brockagh Centre’s Facebook page.  Contact Michelle on 0404-45600.

Car Boot Sale

The next Car Boot Sale will take place on Sunday 9th February 2014 (as Roundwood Variety Group’s show takes place on 2nd February).  Subsequent Car Boot Sales will take place as normal on the first Sunday of the month.  Vans must be booked in.  Contact the Brockagh Centre on 0404-45600.

Tuesday Dance Nights with the Wicklow Man
Tuesday night is dance night from 9.30 pm till late with the Wicklow Man.  The Wicklow Man will not play in the Centre on Tuesday 24th and Tuesday 31st December but he will play on New Year's Night – Wednesday 1st January.  So come along and enjoy the first night of the new year in style.  
Roundwood Variety Group
The hugely popular and talented Roundwood Variety Group will be practising and performing the Sleeping Beauty Panto in the Brockagh Centre in January.  The performances will take place over the weekend of Friday 31st January to Sunday 2nd February.  There may be some disruption to classes and activities during the period leading up to the performance.  More details of tickets, times etc. will be provided in the next newsletter.
Mobile Library

The mobile library visits Laragh every second Thursday from 11.30 am until 12.30 pm.  The next date is 12th December.  

Adult Guidance Service

An Adult Career Guidance Service is available at the Brockagh Centre. This careers/education service is free, friendly, confidential, supportive and available to all adults over 18 years of age.  For more information or to book an appointment contact Irene on 086-8061569.  
Bottle and Clothes Banks

Please continue to recycle over Christmas.  There are bins for glass bottles and drinks cans in the car parks at the Brockagh Centre and the Upper Lake.  Banks for recycling clean clothes are also available.

Annamoe Community Centre
Story House  We look forward to a great storytelling night at 8 pm sharp on 13th December.  

Bowls  Games take place on Tuesdays at 7.30 pm. 

Historical Evening  Join us at 8 pm on the third Monday of every month.  

Pure Mile  It is great to see two pictures from Annamoe featured for the month of November in the Pure Mile calendar.  
Thanks  Many thanks to everyone who supported us during the year.  A very happy Christmas to all.
Comhaltas Irish Music & Dance Classes

Learn traditional Irish music and dance with an award-winning Comhaltas branch (guitar, fiddle, flute, tin whistle and grupa ceoil).  Classes are held at 7 pm on Tuesday nights in St. Laurence O'Toole N.S., Roundwood – first term is from September to January, second term is from January to May.  Performances, sessions, workshops and outings take place throughout the year.  For more information contact us via e-mail at roundwoodcce@gmail.com or phone 087-2841604.

A Very Happy Christmas to all our Contributors, Distributors, Sponsors and Readers – Eds.

Citizens Information
The Citizens Information Centre at the Brockagh Resource Centre is open for information relating to your rights and entitlements from 10 am until noon on Tuesday 17th December.  The first clinic of 2014 will take place on Tuesday 7th January.  Clinics will continue thereafter on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.  No appointment is necessary for this free and confidential service.
Scoil Chaoimhín Naofa

Race Night
On Saturday 30th November a Race night organised by the Parents’ Association was held in Lynhams’ Hotel.  Thank you to everyone who supported this fundraising venture in any way.  A fun and enjoyable evening was had by those who attended. 
Enrolment Admission
We would like to encourage and remind anyone who may be reviewing possible educational options for young children that Scoil Chaoimhín Naofa is now taking names for enrolment admission up to 2017.  For school planning purposes we are anxious that we have an indication of numbers and so ask that you call the office on 45460 to leave details.  New families to the school and the area are welcome to visit the school by appointment. 

Team Hope Christmas Shoe Box Appeal

Thank you to everyone who participated in the recent Shoe Box Appeal.  The boxes will be going to needy children in Africa. 

Christmas Performance

Junior Infants to Second Class will be performing the musical nativity Hey Ewe on Thursday 19th December at 1 pm. 

Sale of Work

Fifth and Sixth Classes will be holding a sale of work on Tuesday 17th December from 12.30 pm to 3 pm in the school hall.  There will be food, drink and knitted goods for sale as well as a hot chocolate stand and a festive nail bar.  All proceeds will go to charity.  All are welcome. 

Beannachtaí na Féile

Nollaig Shona agus athbhliain faoi mhaise daoibh.  The staff and pupils would like to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and every success for 2014.

Laragh Glendalough Active Retirement
Activities

Our December lunch, which will also be our Christmas lunch, will take place on Tuesday 17th December in Lynhams’ Hotel.  Please let us know if you are joining us as we will need to confirm numbers.  Come along to the Brockagh Centre beforehand at 11 am and join us in carol singing with the pupils of Scoil Chaoimhín Naofa – call 0404-45600 for further details.
    We will be finishing up for Christmas on 17th December and return on January 21st 2014.  New members are always welcome.  The group will be heading up to see Ronan Collins and his Showband for lunch and dancing on Saturday 14th December – we are sure everyone will have a wonderful time.  
Thanks
We would like to thank Lynhams’ Hotel, the Glendalough Hotel, the Wicklow Heather and the Glenmalure Lodge for their hospitality and support.  Thanks also to Glendalough Cabs.  A big thank you goes to the staff of the Brockagh Centre for their huge encouragement and assistance throughout the year.  We wish everyone in this and the wider community a peaceful Christmas and a prosperous and healthy New Year.

Baptisms

Welcome to Thomas Richard Mahon Devitt, son of John Devitt and Shirley Mahon, who was baptised in St. Kevin’s Church on 26th October. 
Kinesiology Clinic

Rosaleen Durkin is introducing half-hour sessions to her Kinesiology Clinic in the Brockagh Centre.  Sessions cost €30 – if herbal drops are needed it will be an extra €10.  Gift vouchers are available for both half-hour and one-hour sessions (€60).  The next clinic dates are Thursday 12th December and Thursday 30th January.  
    Kinesiology uses muscle bio-feedback to test for common food sensitivities (dairy, gluten, wheat, sugar, eggs, tomatoes etc.) and also detects and corrects mineral and nutritional imbalances in the body.  It can also provide help with sleeping, digestive and concentration problems, skin conditions, anxiety and many more conditions. 
    Rosaleen also works with children and adults with learning difficulties (AD/HD, dyslexia, Asperger's Syndrome).  For appointments or further information call Rosaleen on 087-2195931 or see www.rosaleendurkin.com
Please leave articles for the next issue into W. McCoy’s by 13th January; alternatively email them to laragh_glendalough_news@hotmail.com 
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